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Clinical legal education is now widespread across the Higher Education Sector and is a key 
means by which law students supplement or move beyond traditional forms of legal 
education. Where it involves real-world projects, it is a means of enfranchising those who 
cannot otherwise afford to instruct a lawyer.  This may be in the form of individualised legal 
advice and has (more recently) sought to encompass forms of collective advocacy 
(Bernheim et al., 2025).  Universities are also epicentres within society of knowledge 
construction.  There are multiple examples of transdisciplinary projects across the world, in 
clinical legal education settings (Bozin et al., 2025).  We seek to examine the viability of 
individualised, expert-informed advice to imprisoned persons seeking advice on social care 
in England & Wales. This collaboration between a prisoner rights solicitor in Hallam Legal 
Advice Centre and a Senior Lecturer in Occupational Therapy, enables urgent focus on (1) 
the unsustainability of the legal advice sector, (2) disparities in power on the prison estate, 
(3) universities demonstrating their impact on society, and (4) evaluations of student 
successes.  It is an experiment in collaboration that will, at the very least, expand dialogues 
between departments at universities across the world, on advice-based problem-
solving.  Problems, as Dr. Ulf-Daniel Ehlers has said, do not think about disciplines.  They 
are therefore always interdisciplinary (Ehlers & Eigbrecht, 2024). 
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